(SW 1.4.04, private report on the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement, Victoria)

Hi everybody,
Today I send you a series of pictures about the Pioneer Settlement in Swan Hill, Victoria where I stayed for two weeks, working in the print shop, in the photographic parlor and in the drapery. Besides that, I tought school classes how to make peg dolls, and I played with them old-fashioned outdoor games. 
Enjoy the pics!

	How to get to Swan Hill



	At the very beginning of the European settlement, around 1820, rural roads, or better rural paths, were the only means to reach inland regions.
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	Over a relatively short time, from 1850 until 1900, hundreds of paddle steamers cruised the Murray river, transporting people and goods.
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	It was the railway that, at the beginning of the 20th century, caused the decline of the inland waterways.
Today, travellers reach Swan Hill on the Murray Valley motorway with a three hours drive from Melbourne.
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	Clearing the Bush 
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	The landscape the first Europeans encountered in 1830, was covered with dense forest, called “Mallee”. Open grassland as in the American West, ready for ploughing, could not be found, the open ranges being covered with rather unfertile soil and dry thorny bushes.
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	So, after the settlers had pitched up their tents, that protected them rather badly from the burning sun in summer and the gusty winter storms, they went on to clear the bush (that for centuries had been a home for Aboriginal people). 
In doing so, they used huge hand saws to fell the giant trees they transported out of the area with bullock pulled waggons.

	Depicted is a wheel of such a crude vehicle. It is made out of a single slice of a hundred years old Eucalyptus tree.
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	After the main trees were removed, the settlers crushed all remaining bushwork to the ground, using their newly invented “Mallee roller”. Notice the three meter long piece of a tree trunk that was drawn over the newly cleared bushland, and the brute construction of this machine that stood at the beginning of every European settlement at the Murray river.
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	With all major bushes removed, the first ploughs could convert the soil, and the first seeds could be spent. A number of agricultural machines were invented and built, with the material the farmers had at hand, and suitable for their special needs.
	[image: image11.jpg]




	The new, precious machines were sheltered under rawly timbered wooden sheds that were covered with branches of Eucalyptus trees.
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	Agriculture means Irrigating


	With the bush cleared, the farmers had gained quite fertile land. However, the climate – hot and dry in the summer and rather cold in the winter – would have been too dry for farming, wouldn’t it have been possible to irrigate the mighty Murray river with a series of windmills. 
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	Until the 1930s, the agricultural machinery was refined and plenty in numbers.
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	Housing: From Humble Beginnings … 
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	Meanwhile, the first properly built single room farmhouses began to replace the temporary tents and huts.
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	Fences were made out of every available material, be it small stems or rawly treated pieces of timber or cut trunks of the felt Mallee trees.
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	Temporary housings were needed for remote pastures. The one depicted at the left side is made of iron, and stands on wheels – like that it could be moved to whatever place it was needed.
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	Soon new settlers from Great Britain brought their own houses with them. This „Iron House“ was imported to Australia in fairly 5'000 units – the timber of the wooden case served as interrior walls and as ceilings, respectively.  
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	The interior of this two room house looks quite cosy. However, the house was insulated only with newspaper paper, and it lacked a cellar. In the kitchen there was a wooden stove that had also to heat the living room. 
	
	[image: image27.jpg]





	… to Tiny Country Towns


	By and by, stores of different kind, such as general store, a bank, a saddlery, a print shop and a drapery, appeared in the Main Street, which grew into some sort of a town center. In addition to that, a school house, a court house and a church house were part of nearly every small country town.
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	A wedding was always a special event for the whole town. Whoever could, took a break to catch a glimpse on the bride and to share the joy. 
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	Transporting People and Goods
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	Traffic was rare. By the end of the 19th century, horse drawn vehicles had replaced the bullock wagons, only to be soon outnumbered by petrol cars.
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	The Pioneers – Characters up to Present


	The pioneers had to struggle in a harsh environment. The next villages being dozens of kilometers apart, the next doctors even more.
So, up to our times, the people have preserved their very open minded attitude as well as a distinct community spirit.
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Robyn Till (museum director) and Newton Williams
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Jong-Lim, Murray and Beryl
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Norma Heslop

	Yet, work is still what counts here, in the Australian outback.
	

	The school teacher is still a school teacher, and this means, a person as well as an institution of respect.
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Joe
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Frank
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Newton Williams
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Stan Higgins

	The very few remaining Aboriginals play an active role in the community life.
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Rob
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?? (newly immigrated)


	Newly immigrated people are welcome, as long as they adapt the customs of the locals.
	[image: image54.jpg]A('.E\OP')IONC, |
SUL 10N>,





Jong-Lim Hong
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Beryl 


	So, the inhabitants of Swan Hill know how to celebrate, and in a country town there is always some reason to express joy!
All these wonderful people are more than happy to be your hosts in the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement. So, go there and have an unforgettable day!


	[image: image56.jpg]



Albert Heslop
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